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L The KING'S Eccleſiaſtical Commilſion. 


- dieſſed, cozrected, reftrained, oz amended, ro the pleaſure o 


celloz,Sir Edward Herbert Kt, Loyd Thief Juſtice of the Pleas, befoze 
Us to be holden, Aſſigned, Greeting. We foz divers good weighty 
and neceſſary Tauſes-and Confiderat tons, Us hereunto eſpecially 
moving, of Dur meer Wotton and certain Knowledge, by fo:ce and 
virtue of our Supzeam Authozity and Perogarens Kopal, do Aſſign, 
Mawe, and Authozize by rheſe Dur Letters-Patent, under tle 
Gear Seal of England, You' the ſaid Lozd Arch-Biſhop of Canter- 
bury, Lo2d Chancellour of England, Lg2d High-Teaſurer.of Eng- 
land, Low Pyefident of Dur Tounc#,; Lo2d Shop of Dureſme, 
Low Biſhop of Rocheſter, and PurTyick J atozeſaid, ozafhy 
Theee o2 moze of pou, whereof” Pou the ſaid Loy Thancellour-to 
be one,from time to. time, and at:all times during Dur pleaſure; to 
Exrerciſe,TIſe, Decupy and Execute under U1s all manner of jurisdi: 
ctions,puiviledges,+ pzcheminencies in any-wiſe touching oz concern- 
ing any Spirirual oz Eccleſiaſtical Jurisdicions,” within this Dur 
Realm of England,and Dominion of wales, & to viſit,refo2m,redzeſs, 
o2der, co2rect and amend all fuch abuſes, offences, conrempts, and 
enounities whatſoever, which by rhe Spiritual 02 Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws of rhis our Realm can 02 may lawfully be - re- 

Al- 
mighty God, and increaſe of virtue, and the contervation of the 
peace and unity of this Realm. And we do. hereby give and gzant 


+Anto you, 02 any Thaee 02 moze of pou, as is afozeſaid, whereof you 


the ſaid Lo2d Chancellour to be one, thus by us named, aſſigned, 
authoziſed, and appointed, by fozce of our tup authozity any 
perogative Royal, full power and authozity, from rime to rime, 
and ar all rimes during our pleaſure, under us to exerciſe, uſe and 
execute all the pzemiſes, accowding to the teno2 and effect of theſe 
our Letters-Patents, any uereer 02, cauſe to the contrary, in any 
wiſe notwithſtanding. And we do by theſe Pzeſents give tull power 
and authouty unto you ,02 any Thaee o2 moze of you, as is afozeſaid, 
whereof you the ſatd Lozd Thancelloz rs, be one, by all lawful ways 
02 means from time to time hereafter during our pleaſure, to en- 
quire of alt offences, contemprs, tranſg:eſſions, and misdemea- 
nours done and committed, and hereafter done and to be committed, 
contrary-ro the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of. this:yur Realm; in any 
County, City, Bozough,:- - Porn lace 02 places exempt o2 not 
exempted, within this our Realm of England, and Dominion of 
wales; and of all and every Offender oz Dffenders therein, and. 
them, and every of rhem to ozder, cozrec, refoym, and punlth, by 
cenſure of the Thurch, And alſo we do give and gzant ul power 

per ag | any 
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and authozity unto you;,' 02 any Thee 6x moze of ysu, as is ato2e” 
ſaid, - where the ſaid Lozd Thancelloz tobe one, inlike man- 
ner as ig af92 from time rotime,” and at all times during our 
pleaſure,-to enquire of, ſearch out, and call befoze you all andevery 
Eccleſiaſtical perſon oz perſons, of what degree o2 dignity ſoever, as 
ſhall offend in any of rhe particulars befoze mentioned, and them, 
and every of them to cozrec, and puniſh fo2 ſuch rheir -misbeha- 
viours and miſdemeanours, by ſuſpending” o! depziving them from 
all pzomotions Eccleſiaſtical, and from all functions in rhe Chtirch, 
and to inflic ſuch other puniſhments oz cenſures upon them, ac- 
coding to rhe Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this Realm. And further we do 
give full power & authozity unto you, 02 any Thyee 02 moze of pon as 
is afo2eſaid, whereof you rhe ſaid Lozd Thancellour to be one, by vir- 
rue hereof, and in like manner and 3 as 1s afozeſatd; totnquire; 
hear, determine, and puniſhall Jnceſt, Adilteries, Fomnications; 
Dutrages, Wisbehaviours, and' diſozders in Warriage, and a 
other gzievances, g2eat crimes o2 offences which are puniſhable, 
.oz refo2mable by the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this our Realm, com- 
mitted 02 done, 02 hereafter to be committed 02 done, in any place 
exempt o2 not erempr, within this our Realm, - accozding to the 
teno2 of the Eccleſialkical Laws in.that behalf : Gzanting you, oz 
any Thee 02 moze of you as(s afozeſaid, whereofyou the ſaid Lozd 
Chancellour to be one, fulffpower and authozity to o2der and award 
ſuch puniſhment to everyMch offender,. by cenſures of the Church, 
02 other lawful ways, as is afozeſaid; and further we do give full 
power and authozity unto you, ozanyMheee 02 moze of you, as is 
afozeſaid, whereof you the ſaid 'Lo2d Thancellour to beone, all and 
every Dffenderand ders in'any of the pzemjſes, - and alſo all 
ſuch, - as byyou, 02 any Thee 02 moze of pou as {8 afo2eſaid, where: 
of you the ſaid Lozd Thancellour to be one, ſhall ſeem to be ſuſ- 
pected perſons in-any of the pzemiſes, and them to examine, touch- 

ng every oz any of the pemiſes which you «2 object againſt them; 
and.to pzoceed againſt, them,” and every of them as the nature and 
quality of the offence, 92 ſuſptrion in rhat behalf ſhall require. - And 
alſo to call all ſuch Witneſſes, o2 any other perſon o2 perſons rhac 
can infozm you concerning any of the pzemiſes, as pou, 02 any 
Thaee 02-mo:e of you-as is aforeſaid, whereot you the ſaid Lo2d 
Chancellour to beone, and them, andevery of rhem, to examfne un 
rhelk oa oaths,” tor the better, tryal- and opening of the truth of 
rhe pzemiſes,. 02 any part thereof. And'if you,'s2 any Thaee 82 inoze 
ot pgu,. aSis atozelaid, WIR" "7 the (aid -Lo2d- Thancellour [* 
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be one; ſhall find anp-perſon 92: whatſoever obſtitiate 0} diC- 
obedient in their ephiraney 


you as is ato on Ant Shannon dime of = 


po8the -faty 
one, at pour (een ng and commandment, 0z.elfe nor in obeying, 62 itt 
nor acco HIS pou 


pang, = TD 9} 
thing touchi jumiens any reqt, 02 any other anch 
02 clauſe contained Ye Comm on, That then pd, 0 A, tw 
02 moze of pau, as 1s afozeſatd, whereof you rhe (aid Lozd het 

Nour to be one, ſhall have full power and authozity ro puniſh the 
ame perſon and perſons {0 offending, by Excommunication, Suſ- 
penſion, Dep2vation, 92 other Cenfures Ercleſattical; and when 


on ſhall be convented 02 pzoſecuted betoge you as afozeſaid, 
for many of The he bo reed Oo Rn at Ce nance and {uit of any 


_ in that behalf. you, N any 
EDD Gee Lo 

cellor ts be one er 
Dok and $- nol of the api well to ahd agonlt rhe party, 


ll pyeferr 02 pzoſecute the ſaid:offence, as td. Een agar an 
party 0 Lene that ſhall be convented atco2ditig-as their Cenuſes 
jor, and th you fri Juſtſce ſhall be _ t reaſonable. And 

Other! our will and pleaſure 18, that pot allume dur well-betoved 
ect William Bridgeman Eſq - -L one of rhe Clerks of our Coun- 


02 his ſufficient r Deputies in it to be 
TT Sr ones op ery 


that effect, 
all your v1 Decrees, and Pzoceedings, bi 
we of this onr Commnition: and that fn like CR, rae, by vi any 
Thee 02 noze of you, wherevf pou the [aid Low Thancellour to be 
one, by pour diſcretions thai one 02 moe C 02 
S, MN _— and convenient 
rs attend upon pou fo2 any ſervice in this f. Dur will and er- 
pieſs commandment alſo is,That there ſhall be two paper Books fn- 
dented and made, rhe one to remain with the ſaid fer, 02 his 
r Deputy 92 Deputies, the other with (arh petfon, and in 
OY placesgg pou rÞ Foe! =—q Commiſſioners, 92 atip Theee 
WILL £00 he Lo2d Chancefloar to be one 
nſtetions think moſt ogg ; In both which + Books 
entered all the Acts, Decrees, and Piceedings made ty 0219 be 
tide by of Onird an rhis our Commiſſion, . And our Unt: 


Ts nd Cambridge, 'and divers « 


NE 'Cofle- 
ammar mus, we other c- 
by ſeveral of bur 


tions, have been ececed, founded, andendowed 


_ P2ogenitozs, Kings and Queens of this 
Kealm, 


ib 
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, and ſome rs by their charity -and bounty of ſotne -of 
paceorje B10 us well i our Univerlities as other parrs and 


Dddir 
d, loſt, coprnpted,oz alt 
and tommand in our Nome all and ms Dydinances, Rules 
and Statutes of our kaſd Univerſitie [ew aand ebery Tathedzal 


and Collegiate Thnrrhes; Colledges, Gzammar Schools, and 0- 
ther cc al Jncozpozatfons, together with their ſeveral Let: 


rers:Patents, and other UWyitings, touching -02 in any wiſe 


concerning their ſeveral Erections and Foundattons,to be bought 
and exhthired odor v2 any Five and mote of you, - as is 
e 


ſaſo, whereof” pou py > 
02 more of you, ag 
» 3 V ” 2 Ll 


commanding, and authozising 
afo2eſaid, ev you rhe (aid 


aminatfon vf the ſafd Statutes, Rules, and Dydinances,Letters- 
atentsandUWhiitings as is afozeſaid, the ſame to coxrect, amend 
anv alter; and alſo where no Statutes are ertant, in all 02 any of 
the atfozeſatyd Cafes, to deviſe and ſet down ſuch good Dderg and 
Statutes as you, 02 any Five 02 moze of ou, whereotf- you the 
ſajd-Lowd Chancellour ro be one, ſhall think meet and convenient, 
ro be by us confirmed, ratified, allowed, and ſet fozth, fo2 the 
better 02der and rule of the ſaid Tiniverſities, Cathedzal and Col- 
legiate Thurches, Colledges, and Gzammar Schools, erections; 
and foundations, and the and R of the lame,- 
and as may beſt tend to the honour of Almighry God, increaſe of 
Uirtue, Learning, and Tinity in the ſaid places, and the publick 
Weal and Tranquility of this our Realm. MWozeover, our Wi\l, 
Pleaſure, and Commandment is, that pou our ſaid Commiſſioners, 
and a of you, ſhall diligently and faithfully execute this our 
Commiſlion, and every part and bzanch thereof, in manner and 
fozm afozeſaid, and accozding to the true meaning thereof, not- 
withſtanding any appellation, p2ovocation, pyiviledge, o2 eremp: 
tion in rhat behalf, to be had, made, p:erended, o! alledged by any 
perſon oz perſons reſident o2 dwelling in any = 02 places erempr, 
02 not exempt, within this our Realin ; any Law, Statutes, P20- 
clamattons, 02-Gzants, Pziviledges, 02 Dudinances, be, 02 
may ſeem contrary to the P2emiſes notwithtanding. And fo? the- 
better credir, and moze manifeſt notice of your fo doing, in_the-Ere- 
ceution of rhis our Commiſſion, our pleature and EEE - 
| ar 
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wh 


aid Lo2zd Chancellour to be one, 
l, Fngraven with a Roſe-and 


inion of Wales; upon any knowledge o2 requeſt from you, 02 
any Thee 092 my Fu u as is afozeſaid, to them, o2 anyot them, 


due Erecu- 


ng, helping and aſſiſting unto you, and to 
Precepts, 


a — 


The KINGS's LET TER: 
Dated Monday, June Md: 14th, 1686. 


Delivered at Fulham on Thurſday, being the 17th of the 
fame Fune' in the Afternoon, by Mr, Atterbury the 
Mellenger. | 


JAMES R: 


R IGHT Reverend Father in God, We greet you well. 
Whereas We have been Informd, and are fully Sa- 
tisfid, that Dr. John Sharp, Refor of the Pariſh Church 
of St. Giles in the Fields, i» the County of Middleſex, 
and in your Dioceſs, notwithſtanding Our late Letter to the 
moſt Reverend Fathers in God the Archbiſhops of Canter 
bury and York, and Our Direfions concerning Preachers; 


given at Our Court at Whitehall, the 15th of March, 1685. 


in the Second Tear of Our Reign; yet he, the ſaid Dr. 
John Sharp, i» Contempt of the ſaid Orders, hath in- ſome 
of the' Sermons. he hath fince preached, preſum'd to. make 
unbecoming Refleflions, and to utter ſuch Expreſſions as 
were not fit or proper for him; endeavouring thereby to 
beget in th? Minds of his Hearers an Evil Opinion of Us 
and Our Government, by inſinuating "Fears and Fealoufies 
to diſpoſe them to. Diſcontent,, and to. lead- them into Diſ*- 
obedience and- Rebellien. Theſe are © therefore. to require 
and command you- immediately upon Receipt hereof, forth- © 
with to Suſpend him from further Preaching in any Pariſh 
Church or Chappel in your Dioceſs, until he has gives Vs 
Satisfattzon, ' and "Our further Pleaſure be known . herein. 

7 And 
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And for ſo doing this ſhall be your Warrant: And fo 
We bid you heartily Farewell. Given at Our Court at 
Windſor, the 14th Day of June, 1686. in the Second 
Tear of Our Reign. | 


By His Majeſties Command. 
Sunderland. 


— 


The Biſhop of London's Anſwer. 


Sent by Dr. Sharp to the Earl of Sunderland, then at 
Hampton-Court, upon Fryday June 18. who could: have 
no Anſwer. 


To the Right Honourable, the Earl of Sarderland, Lord 
Preſident, &c. | 


My Lord, 


T Always have, and fhall count it my Duty to obey the 
King in whatever Commands He lays upon me, that 1 


can perform with a ſafe Conſcience : But in this, I humbly | 
concerve, 1 am oblig d to proceed according to Law; and 
therefore it is impoſſible for me to comply ; - becauſe, the" 
Flis Majeſty commana's me _ fo execute His Pleaſure, 


et in the Capacity '7 am, to do it, 1 muſt At as a Fudge; 
Wy your . Lordſhip knows no Judge Condemns any Man be- 
fore' he has Knowledge of the Canſe, and has Cited the 
Party. However, I ſent to Mr. Dean, and acquainted him 
with His Majeſties Diſpleaſure, whom i find ſo 'ready_ to 


grve 


"TOKEN: 


DoQor Sharp's Petition, 1 
= all Reaſonable Satisfation,that I have thought fit to make 
him the Bearer of this Anſwer, from him that will never 
be unfaithful to the King, nor otherwiſe than 
MT+LORD, 
. . Your Lordſhips moſt Humble Servant, 


H. London. 


| 


On Sunday after Dr. Sharp carried a Petition to Wind- 
for, which was not admitted to be read. Which is as 
follows. | 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, The Hum: 
ble Petition of John Sharp, Clerk 


Sheweth, | ; 
Hat nothing is ſo affliiive to Tour Petitioner, po 
as his Unhappineſs to have Incurred Tour Maje- 7 
fties Diſpleaſure, which he is ſo ſenfible of, that ever ſince 
Tour Majeſty was pleaſed to grve notice of it, he bath 
forborn all Publick Exerciſe of his Funftion, and ſtill con- 
tinues ſo to do. 

Tour Petitioner can with great Sincerity affirm, that e- 
wer fince he hath been a Preacher, he hath faithfully en- 
deauvrurd to do the beſh Service he could in bis Place 
and Station, as well to the late King, Tour Royal Breo- 
ther, as your Majefty, both by Preaching and otherwiſe. 

And ſo far he hath always been from venting any thing. 
in the Pulpit tending to Schiſm or Faftion, or any way 

| B FA 
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pO | | Dodtor Sharp's Petition. 
£6. tbe Diſturhaxce of 1 our Uajeſties Gonernment, that he 
hath..upon all. eccafrons. in his. Sermong, to the utwoſs of bis 


Power, ſet himſelf againſt all. ſorts of # Dodrines and Prin- 
ciples that look that way : And this he is ſo well aſſured 


of, that he cannat;\ hyt apprehend that his Sermons have 


been wery much miſrepreſented to Tour Majeſty. 

But if in any-* Sermon + of | his wy; Words or Ex- 
refſions have unwarily ſlipt from him, that have been 
capable of ſuch Conſtruttions, as to give Tour Majeſty Cauſe. 
of Offence, as he ſolemnly profeſſes he had no ill Tntenti- 


0-1 thoſe Words or Exprejions, fo be is very ſorry for - 


them, and reſolves for the future to be. ſo careful in the 
Diſcharge of - his, Duty, that Tour Majeſty ſhall bave Rea- 
ſon. ta: heligvs. him to be Tour moſt Paithful Subjeft. 


And therefore he earneſtly Prayeth, that Tour Majeſty 
* pup of Tour Royal Grave. and Clemency, wauld be pleas d 
to lay afide the Diſpleaſure Lou have canceiv.d againſt 
Tour Humble Petitioner, and reſtore him to that Favour 
which the reſt of the Clergy enjoy under Tour Majeſties 


«11» Grafts, Govarnmend... 


+.» $9 full. Four, Petitioner ever Pray, QC, 
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Tweſday An the Commiitioners opened. their 
a Tus be. [ronediotely wars pre to At. 
terbury the — r, who por Wedneſday morning 

bones it to the Biſhop of Lande at Falham, tot him tw ap- 


pear before the Cormmi oners, on Away the 94h, of the ſame 
Month, and left a Copy of it Which is 6 follows! . 


By His Majeſties Commiſltoners for Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes. 


Ya and either of Tos, ave' hereby veypired: 10 Cite! and Sden- 
mon the" Right Reverend F they in Gody Henry Loyd. Beſlng' 
of London, ro ok Per ſonalt) - I before Us, i the Council Cham 
ber at Whitehall, «poz rhe 9th. dry of ths Inft ant, at tin of the 
Clock in the Morning, to Anſwer t0 ſuely Mutter, as on Mit Mas 
jeſties behalf ſhall then and there be objafied' againſt him.” And of 
rhe due Exetution hereof, you ave to-oertifie' us we j any Home 
afortſaid ; Given unter y Seu the rhnied day' off Avge 1836: 


To Fhomas Artifhzry, « yer Thoms 
Eddows, or tinker of them, 


Mudas tis 9. 1686; y the Cothcil ward ag Whitchall. 


The Ldi Chancellour. Ls Ld. B x, 
. The Ld, Treaſurer. ry: bf ook . 
The La, Preſident. uf. Herbert. 
The Lord Biſhop of FR Ga and- the- Lord Chony 
collout Tthoks-re- —dr Rromucnw rae 
WH mo Lord; you: arc: mot Ignorant, I: fappoſis of te 
18s 
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tz The Proceedings againſt the Biſhop of L. 
King's Letter which was ſent to- the Clergy; My Lord of 
Camerbury has Communicated to you. You are here Char- 
ged not to have obſerv'd his Majeſty's Commands in” the 
Caſe of Dr. Sharp, whom you were ordered."to Suſpend, 
for going agaipſt the ou” of that Letter. 

B. L. My Lord, I amW@®uch ſurpriz*d at what your Lord- 
ſhip tells me, and hope I have not diſobeyed the King's Com- 
mands. Your Lordſhip- cannot believe Þ did this witbous- Ad-- 
vice, and if my Counſel have miſ-led me, I hope my own Ig- 
norance of the Law will plead ſo far in my Fayour, as to 
render my. Fault ( if any.) very Excuſable. 

- Z. Ch. My Lord, you know Jenorantia Furis non Excuſat. 
rd, But if L; have: not offended willingly, it. may palliate 
at . , | | 

Z. Ch. My Lord,; we are not here to\diſcourſe, but to Ex- 
amine why you did not obey. 

B. L, 1 humbly beg a Copy of the Commiſſion, and: a Copy 
of my Charge. 

L, Ch. Does your Lordſhip think my Lords are not very well 
ſfatisfi'd upon what account they fit, and that they have power 
to judge your Lordſhip? A Copy is a thing never done ;. ſhould 
we grant you a Copy, all that come before us would have the. 
like, for we muſt do equal Juſtice to all. Beſides, it is to 
be had at every Coffee-Houſe. 

'B. L. My Lord, this is a New Commiſſion, I cannot tell 
how to inform my. ſelf whether any thing that relates particu- 
| Larly to my Caſe, may not be found-there. It is a Matter of 
high Concern. Beſides, I am here under ſach Circumſtances, as 
ought to make me very Cautious. I am a Peer,. I am a Biſhop - 
I hope your Lordſhips will rake all into Conſideration, and at 
' leaſt give me leave to read the Commiſſion. - 

L. Ch. You need not doubt but your Quality, Station, and 
Family will be conſidered by their Lordſhips; but if you in- 
fiſt upon ſeeing the Commiſſion, you muſt withdraw. 

After a ſmall reſpite of withdrawing, the Biſhop and the 
Commiſſioners were calld-in again. - YT” 

L. Ch. Their Lordſhips have conſider?d of what your Lord- 
ſhip defir*d, and are of Opinion, that. you ſhall-neither have 
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The Proceedings againſt the Biſhop of 1. 
a Copy of, nor ſee the Commiſſion; neither will they give a 
Copy of the Charge. The Commiſſion is upon Record. 

B. L. My Lord, I muſt ſubmit; but it will be hard to car- 
ry my Charge in. my head: I may miſtake. 

L. Ch. It is a ſhort Queſtion, you-may eaſily remember it - 
Why did you not obey the King*s»Commands ? 

B, L. It is a ſhort Queſtion; but may require a long An-- 
ſoy, 1 muſt beg time.to adviſe with Counſel, and to have them. 
Jlead. | . 

: - on God forbid elſe. But what time . does your Lordſhip 
elire ? 

B. L. Your Lordſhip knows better than I, that it is the deadeſt 
time of the year, every. body. is out of Town with their Te- 
nants in the Country, about their private Afairs. 

L. Ch. My Lord, the Town is never ſo empty, but there will 
be Counſel enough, unleſs you. can be ſatisfied with none but 
thoſe that are abroad. But what time would you have ? 

B, L. Conſidering the time, and that there is not one Civi- 
lian \in the Commons, I hope you will give. me till towards-+ 
the. Term, | w 

4. My Lord, *twill never be ; you cannot expect ſo long 
a delay. | 

B. L I know not whether. there be any Appeal from. this. 
Court. If therefore I am to ſtagd or fall at this Blow, your. 
Lordſhips will in Juſtice allow me the longer time to be fully. 


pray . 
. Ch. Does yourtHordſhip.: that this Court will tell - 
you whether there Iyes an Appeal from it or no ? 

B. L, I did mot ask+ the Queſtion, only ſuppos'd it. 


L. Ch. What Anſwer at preſent occurs to encounter your 
Reaſons for longer time, is,. that-the King's Afairs will not 
ſuffer long time. But ſince you propoſe no.leſs time, I will pro- 
poſe - what think. you -of a Week er. | 

B. L. I can do nothing in a Weeks time:. 

L. Ch. Not to | trouble your Lordſhip ,. and- the Compa-+ 
ny, to withdraw again, I will ask my Lords whether: it be not - 
a ſufficient time ? He asked them one by one, and they. all a-- 

greed in the Affirmative. . -+0Þ 


13. 
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- B. L. \auſt ſybmic.;' but 1 hope your Lordfhips will not 
be ſurpriz'd, # 1 am'for©d to defire longer time when 1 wait 
upon you again ?:-- | | 

L. Ch. Their Lordſhips *wilt-not Capitulate. 

- B.-L. My Lord, 1 only leave it with yon, and hope there 
will be ſome Conkideration'#f wy Family, and my own ſyffe- 
rings, and conſtant Loyalty, that it would not be an cafie mat- 


ter for me to be thought to queſtion the King*s Commands, 


where I can obey them. | 
Their Lordſhips adjourn*d till 14unday, Aug. 16. 1686. 


16,1686, The Biſhop of L. appeat'd. 
TS My Lord, are you ready five an Anſwer to the 


| :(Hon ? 
bo” 


. £. My Lord, I do aflyre yon 1 have employ'd my time as 


. well as poſlibly t could; - but find that, for the Reaſons I for- 
- merly mention'd, it was too- ſhore for me to prepare my ſelf. 


'B, Ch. Has your yg”. 4 nathing elſe to offer ? | 
-B, L. 1 do humbly offer this as my Requeſt, that your Lard- 


ſhips would/ give me longer rime : For I writ to ſeveral Con- 


ſiderable Counſel out of Town, none of which are. come vp; 

and thoſe few that are here, the thing is ſo new to them, that 

y could nor thoroughly conſider matrers in fo fhort a 
me od a : Ss $S i , , by . | 


. L. Ch. What time would you haye ? 
- B. E/ Fwilt not be vnresſonable + #*@heniphr, 
L, Ch, Be pleaſed: to withdrew,. 7 
Aﬀeer- this, the Bifſhop- was-calPd*in hy 
D, Ok: My Lord, we have-confider'd of your Requeſt, and 
their Lordſhipyare refslv4'to givecno eime tor pleadh 670 their 
or 


Aion < "Fhey are well appriz? by: what Authority they” 


\ kit here. If your Lordſhip has been 161d Thar ary Cbort: will” ad: 


wit of a Plea to their- ſurififtion; they have dereived you ; 
therefore if-ther-be your meanings. they will How no time. 
B.-D. That ts'not afl; 3 am norfolly ipſtrnfted for ag Ay- 
vec (the Queſtion 11 know not-yet" in! what manger to'An- 
wer, | S700 ah 
& a L. Ch. 


_— 


me to be. 


any thing upen- my. qwa-Head 4 your Lordſhips' gaverme time to 
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L.Ch, We do-not inſiſt upon! Forms and Mannets, if yoar 
Lordſhip want nothing that is material. _ 
B. L. 1 am ſorry I did not fo clearly expreſs my ſelf - 1 want 
time to Prepare for a material Anſwer, 57% | — 
L, Ch. My Lord, I come hither on purpoſe. for this buſinefs, 
and. every, body: knows at this time where my Health obliges 


B, L. | proteſt. L have no yn to trifle with you; for Þ am 
really, net ready, and- mult therefore beg more time, if-it may 
be allow'd. 

L. Ch. Well, my Lords. are willing to grant you a Fornight, 
you will therefore be pleas'd tobe here on-Ze/day come fort- 
night, at Eleven in the Morning. G06 STI 


Here it muſt be obſerwd, that the Biſhop did in this time 
ſend his Prottor to their Regiſter for a Copy of whas Or- 
ders and. other Minutes they had ſet down concerning his 
buſene (s,, but. it was refugd, tho his Counſel” told" him, it 


never was deny\d in any Court, | 


Tueſday Aug. 31. 1686. | 

L. Ch. My Lord, are you ready to give an Anſwer to the 
B..L. My Lords, L have taken the beſt care: I could in fo 
ſhort a times. tobe. ready: with' an+ Anſwer to: your 'Kordihips 
Queſtion. ; tho? I. mu, ganfeſs- it was. a very great furprize to 
me.,. to. find my p, attacqu'd. with fo quick' and: ſudden 2 
return by a. Cir*;.oh,, in.a. matters concerning thad Eetrer which 
the. whole World car bear-we witmefs, Þ have been this whole 
Suinmer. endeavouring, wittrall the: Power and Skill k had;.to-en- i 
force to: the Rxidt, obſervation- of my Clergy. ' Bup before Bean = 
offer. an Auſwer,. to the Queſtions: b beg. yout: kordſhips fave T 
to offer. my Plca to qt. 27 pure for I amtold it-is-a Right " th 
every, ane has. to. make ule” of,, when he finds it for his Advan- 
tage: i would. not -hazard- being: ſo. impertinentz/ as to offer 


' 


adviſe. with Countel,. and they that: are. learned in the Na 
| the 
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the Land, adviſe me to plead to your Juriſdiftion, and will be 


4 \ 4 
f y 


ready to argue it. 

L, Ch. My Lord, I told you before, my Lords would hear 
nothing to their Juriſdiction z; and therefore if you have any 
thing to ſay to the Queſtion, be plead to ler us know it. 

B. L. My Lords, 1 ſhall offer nothing that is undutiful to the 
King, - or diſreſpectful to your Lordſhips, and I beſeech you to 
correft and pardon- me, if unwittingly any thing ſhould fall 


from me that is liable to Cenſure. 1 am far from diſownin; 


any part of the King's Supremacy, I acknowledge it, and am ſo 
bound to do in its juſt Exteat over all Perſons, and-in all Cau- 
ſes; what I have to offer in Plea to your Juriſdiftion is, That I 
conceive this Commiſſion you aCt by is not good, as being con- 


| trary to an Act of Parliament, upon which Point I beg my Coun- 


ſel may argue. 
L. Ch. Your Lordſhip knows my Lords minds in this matter. 
B, L. If then your Lordſhips over-rule me, 1 muſt beg leave 
o proteſt to my Right in this or any other Plea that may be 


for my advantage. FE 


The Biſhop of Londor?s Plea which he would have given in, if 
the Lords Commiſſioners would have ſuffered it to be argued. 


queſtion or cenſure me in —_— or thing lefraſtical whatſoever, 


Do offer and ſhew to aſhips , That at the Parliament of King 
.Charles I. of bleſſed Memory, late King of England, holden on the 
3- day of November, in the ſixteenth Year of his Reign, a certain 
Att and Statute was made, Entituled, [A Repeal of the branch of a 
Statute Primo Elizabeth concerning Commiſſioners for Cauſes Eccle- 
fraſtical?} ſetting forth, That in the Parliament bolden in the Firſt Tear 
of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth , there was an At made and eſt a- 
bliſhed , Entituled , [An Aft reftoring to the Crown the ancient Tu- 
ri [dition 


viſaittion over the State Eccleſiaſtical and Spiritual. ] And wboliſh- 
ing all Foreign Power repugnant t0 the ſame. In which: Aft , among 
"Other things, there 4s cont amed "one Clauſe, Branch, Article, or Sea- 
Fence, it was Enatted to rhis effett,, namely, That the ſaid late 
Outens Highneſs, ber "Heirs and Succefſors, Kings or Queens of this 
Realm, fhould have full Power and Authority, by virtue of that Alt, 
by Letrers Patents under the Great Seal of England, to aſſign, name, 
and antherize, when, and as often -as her Highneſs, her Heirs or Suc- 
ceſſors ſhould think, meet and convenient, and for ſuch and. ſo long times 
as ſhould pleaſe ber Highneſs , "her Heirs or. Succeſſors ,* ſuch perſon 
or perſons, being natural born Subjetts to her Highneſs, her Heirs or 
Succeſſors , as ber Majeſty, her Heirs or Succeſſors ſhon'd think, meer, 
ro exerciſe, uſe, occupy, and execute under ber Highneſs her Heirs and 
Succefſors, all manner of Furiſdittions, Privileages, and Preheminences 
1n any wiſe touching or concerning any Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Fa- 
r1ſd;tsom within "Theſe her Realms of England and Ireland , or any 
other ber Hlighneſſes Dominions and Countries, and to viſit, reform, 
redreſs, order, corrett, and amend all ſuch Errours, Hereſwes, Schiſms, 
Abuſes, Offences, Contempts, and Enormities whatſoever, which 
any manner of Spiritual or 'Eccleſiaſtigal Power,” Authority, or Fur]. 
dition, can or may lawfully be reformed, ordered, redreſſed corretted, 
reftrained, of amended to the-pleaſure of Almighty God, the increaſe 
of vertue, and the conſervation of the Peace and Unity of this Realm, 
And that ſuch perſon or perſons fo to be named, aſſigned, and appoented 
by ber Highneſs , her Heers or Succeſſors after the ſaid Letrers Pa- 
rents\to him or them made and delivered a; aforeſaid, ſhould have fin 
Power and Authority by virtue of that Att and of the ſaid Letrers 
Patent s under her Highneſs, her Heirs or Succeſſors, 'to exerciſe, uſe, 
and execute all the Premiſes according to the Tenor and Effet of whe 
ſaid Letters Patents, any matter or cauſe to the contrary in any wiſe 
rotwithſtanding. And ſetting forth likewiſe, that, by the -colour of 
ſome words in the foreſaid branth of the ſaid Aft, whereby Com. 
miſſioners are'authori22d to execute their Commiſſion, according t9 the 
Tenor and effett of the Kings Letters Patents, and by Letters Pa- 
tents grounded thereupon ; the ſaid Commiſſioners have, to the great 
and unſufferable wrong and oppreſſion of the Kings Subjects, nfed 
to Fine and Impriſon them, and to exerciſe other Authority not 
belonging to Eccleſiaſtical Juriſartion, reſtord by that Aft; and 
C 
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divers other great-\miſchiefs and inconveniencies have alſo enſued 
ro the King's Subjetts by occaſion of. the ſaid branch ; and Commſ- 
ſions +ſſued thereupon, and the Executions thereof, and therefore far 
the repreſſng and preventing of the aforeſaid abuſes, miſchicfs, and 
inconveniencies in time to come, It was by the ſaid At made at the 
ſaid Parliament, of the ſaid King Charles pve Firſt, Enatted, that 
the aforeſaid» Branch, Clauſe, Article, or Sentence contaiwd in the 
ſaid A&# of Primo Elizabethz, and every Word, Matter, and Thing 
:contain'd in-that Branch, Clauſe, Article, or Sentence, ſhould from 
rbenceformard- be repeaPd, annu[d, revoaktd, annihilated, and ut- 
terly made void for ever ; any thing n the ſaid. Att to the contrary 
in any wiſe' notwithſtandiag. » And it was thereby alſo Enatted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, that no Arch Biſhop, Biſhop, nar FVicar- General, 
nor any Ordinary whatſoever, nor any other Spiritual. or Eccleſraſt i- 
cal Judge, Officer, or Miniſter of Juſtice, nor any .other Perſon or 
Perſons whatſoever, Executing Spiritual or Eccleſraſtical Power, Au- 
thority, or Juriſdiftion, by any Grant, Licenſe, or Commiſſion of 
tbe King*s Majeſty, his feirs or Succeſſour 1,or by any. Power. or Autho- 
rity derived from the King, his Hears or Succeſſonrs, or otherwiſe, ſhould 
from and after the firſt day. of Auguſt, {in the year of our Lord 1641, 
award, smpoſe,or iuflith any Pain, Penalty, Fine, Amei ciament,or Impri- 
ſonment, or other Corporal Puniſhment upon any of the King*s Sub- 
iets, for any Contempt, Miſdemeanor, Crime, Offence, Matter ox 
Thing what ſoever, belonging to Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical. Cogniſance 
or Jurifdittion, or ſhall ex Officio, or at- the inſtance or promotion of 
eny other Perſon whatſoever, urge, enforce, tender, give, Or mint. 
fer uuto any Church-Warden, Sides- Man, or other Perſon whatſo. 
ever, any Corporal Oath, whereby he or ſhe ſhall or may be charg'd or 
oblig*d to-make any preſentment of any Crime or Offence, or to confeſs, 
or accuſe himſelf or her ſelf of any Crime, Offence, Delinquency, or 
Mifſdemeanor, or any other neglett, matter, or thing, whereby, or by 


reaſon whereof he. or ſhe ſhall or may be liable or expos*d_to any Cen- 


ſure or Puniſhment what ſoever ;, upon pain and Penalty that every Pere 
fon that ſhall.offend contrary to- this Statute, . ſball. forfeit. and pay 
rreble damages 70 every Perſon thereby-grieved, and the ſum of 
1001. to-bim or:them who ſhall firſk demand and ſue for.the ſame ;, 
which: ſaid treble damages, and ſum of.a 1001. ſhall\anud may be 
demanded and.receiwd, and urg*d by altionof Debt, Bill, or Plaint, 


ir. 


in. any Court of Record, wherein no-Previledge, Efſoyn, Protettion, or 
Wager of Law ſhall be admitted or allow's ro the Defendant, And it 
was thereby further Enatted,', That every Per ſon who ſhowld once be 
convitted of any Att or Offence prohibited by that Statute, ſhould 


for ſuch Att or Offence be from and after ſuch Convittion, utterly 


diſabled to be or contitine in any Office or Employment in any Court 
of Juſtice what ſever, -or to exerciſe or execute any Power, Autho- 
rity, 'or Furiſdittion by force of any Commiſſion, or Letters-Patents 
of the King, his Heirs or Succeſſours. And it was thereby alſo En- 
atted, That from and after the fixrft day of Auguſt, no new Court 
ſhould be eretted, ordaird, or appointed, within this Realm of Eng- 
land, or Dominion of Wales, which ſhould or might have the like 


Pawer, Turiſdidtion, or Authority as the ſaid High Commiſſion-Court 


then bad, or pretended to have;, but that all and every ſuch Letters+ 
Patents, Commiſſions and Grants made or tobe made by bis Majeſty, 
his Heirs or Succeſſors, and all Powers and Amthorities granted 
thereby; and all Afts, Sentences, and Decrees, to be made. by virtue 
or.colour thereof,, ſhould be utterly void and of none effeft ;, which-ſaid 
Aft of Parliament, made at the ſaid Parliament of the ſaid Kin 
Charles the Firſt, 1 the ſaid Biſhop of London do Plead, and Ob- 
jeft® to and againſt your Lordſhps Furiſdiftion , and pray your 
Lordſhips Fudgment, whether your Lordſhips will think, it fit, or ought 
to proceed any further herein againſt me the ſaid Biſhop of London, 


B, L. 1 have another thing to beg your Lordſhips Advice 
and Judgment in. I have Right as a Biſhop, by the moſt Ayu- 
thentique and Univerſal Eccleſiaſtical Laws, to be Try'd firſt 
before my Metropolitan, Precedent to any other Court what- 


ſever. 


L. Ch. This is ſtill to the Juriſdiction. 

B.L, |t.is ſo, '| confeſs; but yet ſo as to have a more parti- 
cular relation to my Caſe. | 

L. Ch. Their Lordſhips are fully ſatisfy*d of their Authority 
in this Point. Beſides your Lordſhip knows, there have been 
Preſidents for this. h 

B. L. 1 only challenge the right of Law, and ſhall plead to 


it by Counſel if you pleaſe. 
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-» &1Ch:" My, Lord, if you havecany thing to ſay to. the queſtion, 
you-inzy bepleagd ro: greyour:Anfwers - p-) 

- Bob, 16 Famover-ruFd: in vhis, ol, muſt beg your Eordfihips 
Patience in one *Pleamore; your k.ordſhips in this Commiſſion, 
after: the generab words, are directed to-proceed according to 
the Tenor of the Letters Patents, which fay, that you ſhall firſt 
Proceed againſt ali Perſons offending , for matters done or to be 
done, 'by Cenſoves, an$other lawful ways ;.1n-the nextplace, you 
are toenquiretof, and fearch out, and\ call before you, aH Ec- 
clefiaſticak Perſons of what' Degree or Dignity: ſoever, as ſhall: 
offend;\.and/themandevery. of them to-puniſh, &c. by Suſpen- 
ding; &*c.. Now: kconceive, inthe Ay þ am, you are only 
warranwy' re Try me for Offences after the Date of the Com. 


-DiCh, Fheve are general Words which give- Authority ſuffi- 
cient to look back.. - 

(B; L. But; My-Lord;: in matters of ſeverity, the moſt. favon- 
rablecinterpretationists be given\; andl know your Eordſhips 
wiltrather foregoe theextending the Juriſdiftion to ſuch. 

+B. Ch, Isthis alb your Lordſhip hattrto offer ? 

B. E, If''may got Bleadto any. of theſe Points, 1 defire to put: 
inmy Anſwer? | | | 

L: Ch. Your. kerdſhip be pkaſed- to withdraw. 

BF, L, | deſire to leave my Aniwer. 

->1;:Cb. t$e pleas'dito-lay/it down here, and withdraw, 


1: Blrethe, Anſwer was-given-in; 
After a little while the Biſhop was calPd in again. 


4: Cb;"MyLord; their Lordſhips have:conſidered of your ſe- 
veral Pleas, and are fully ſatisfied of their Juriſdi&ion and'their 
Authotiryro:Jadgeyour Lordſhip ; and” therefore: they deſire. 
toknow;- what you; have. to: ſay 1a Anſwer- to-the Queſtion ? 

B. L. | delire my Anſwer in Writing may be firſt Read, 

-LEC6h Readit ; 6 


Po 


Mr. Bridgman Read the Anſwer, whith mas. this. 


"0: the Rueſtion that was propos d to me by your Lord- 

ſhips, viz. Why did you not obey the King's Cons- 

mand, inhis. Letter concerning the Suſpending. Dodtor Sharp 2 

7, Henry Biſhop of London, do anſiver, that immediately 

upon. receipt of his Majeſties Letter from my Lord Prefrdenr, 
the Tenour whereof follows. viz. 

[RIGFET Reverend Father in God, We greet you well. 
Whereas.” We have ' been. Inform ,.. and are fully Sas 
tisfiid; that Dr.. Jolm: Sharp, Refer off the. Pariſh. Church 
off St. Giles. in the: Fields, az the County of Middleſex, 
and in your Dicceſs,. notwithſtanding Our late Letter to the 
maſt Reverend” Fathers. in God: the + Archhiſbops of \Qanter> 
bury: and; York; and; Our- Diretions' concerning. Preachers, 
greentak Our Court at Whitehall; the: r5eh of Mareh, 1.684. 
mn: the: Second: Tear of'' Our Reign ;\ ' yeb be, the ſaid Dr. 
John Shanp;. 2 Contempt off tha ſaid: Orders, bath in| ſome 
of. the Sermons. he. hath: ſince preached; preſum'd. to. mate 
anbecoming Reflections, and. ty utter ' ſuch Expreſſions. us 
were wot: fit:. or- proper for. him; endeavauring therebiy- to 
beget im the Minds of his Hearers: an. Evil: Opinion of - ©s 
and" Our Government; by. inſtuuatiny Fears and Jealofes 
tvs diſpoſer them: to Piſcontent, ' and: ro lead" them: iato Dif 
obedience and Rebellion. Theſe are therefore to require 
and commanit: you"! immediately upon Receipt hereof, forth- 
with to Suſpend him from further Preaching in any Pariſh 
Church or Chappet in- your Dioceſs, -until' he has: given-Ts 
Satisfattion, and Our further Pleaſure be knows herein. 
And Pr ſo doing this ſhall” be your Warrant + And fo 
We bid” you heartily Farewell, Given at Our | Court at 
| Windlor, 
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Windſor, he 14th Day of June, 1686. in the Second 


Tear "of - Our Reign.) 


I took the beſt Advice I could get, concerning of Doftor 
Sharp, and was Tuform'd, that the Letter being direfted to me, 
as Biſhop of London, to Suſpend a Perſon under my Furiſ- 


 aliflion, 1 was' therein to. att as a Judge, it being a Judicial 


Aﬀ; and that no Perſon could by Law be Puniſhd by 
Suſpenſion, before he was call'd, or without being admitted 
to make his Defence. _ 1 thought it therefore my Daty, forth- 
with humbly to repreſent ſo much to my Lord Prefident, that 
fo I might receive his Majeſties further Pleaſure in that Mat- 
ter: Nevertheleſs, that I might obey his Majeſties Commands 
as far as by Law I could, I did then ſend for Dottor Sharp, 
and acquainted him with his Majeſties Diſpleaſure, and the 
occaſion of it, by ſhewing him his Majeſties Letter : But he 
having never been call. 7 to: anſwer any ſuch Matter, or make 
his Defence, and proteſting his Innocence, and likewiſe declaring 
himſelf moſt ready to give his Majeſty full Satisfattion 


therein, in order thereto I advis d him to forbear Preach- 


ing, till he had apply d himſelf to his Majeſty, and at his 
requeſt, I made him the Bearer of my Letter to my Lord 
Preſident, waiting for his Majeſties further Orders to pro- 
ceed againſt him Judicially, in caſe he ſhould not at that 
time- give his Majeſty the Satisfattion requird: And the 
Jaid Dottor Sharp hath not j 

Daoceſs. II : 

Henry London. 


'L. Ch. Has your Lordſhip any more to ſay ? 

B. L. My Lords, what | ſhall ſay my ſelf will be very ſhort, 
only a little farther to explain my meaning in this Anſwer. 
The words of his Majeſties Letter are liable tro two Con- 
{truftions. | 

The 


nce Preachd . within my. 


The firſt is a Legal and ſtrift Sence of the word [Suſpend] 
I muſt have Suſpended Dottor Sharp, ab officio, becauſe Preaching 
alone does not come under that Cenſare, In this Sence it was 
that 1 underſtood the King's: Letter, and was Advis'd by my 
Counſel that ir was a Judicial Act, and by Conſequence 
could not be comply*d with, unleſs I had firſt Cited the Party, 
and heard the Cauſe; and 1n this I ſhould have committed a 


faukk. It is moſt excuſable upors theſe two accounts ; By all the 


PraCtice and Rules of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, the charge of Malice 
or Wilfulneſs is taken off from the Party., in caſe he has this to 
ſay for himſelf, that what he did, was Furis Peritorum Conſilio 
quubus cum in hac parte Communicavimus. Now I conſulted with 
the moſt proper Perſon Sir Tho. Exton my - Chancellour, with 
whoſe Advice I wrote my Anſwer. But..jn the next place, ir 
is the conſtant Rule in all the Books, that in caſe the Prince 
write toa Jud and this Judge thinks he cannot lawfully obey 
the Command, he is to reſoribere & reclamare, and in ſo doing, 
tantum ab=eſt ut Principi deſerviat quod fs maxime ſerviat, And the 
Rule goes further, _ that in caſe the Prince be not ſatisfied with 
the Anſwer, the Judge is not to apprehend a charge of Con- 
tempt for his refuſal, but hasa right ro except Fuſſio Secunda by 
the Prince*s Reſcript, becauſe in common. Equity, no man in ſuch 
acaſe is- tobe Judg'd obſtinate before a ſecond-refuſal. I had no 
Reſcript, but am-taken vpat the firſt rebound. 


The other ſenſe this word [S»/perd].might-be taken in, was 
at large for [.S/erſing.] In this I confeſs I did not apprehend 
it, becauſe my -Countel turn'd my thoughts another way. But 
to ſhew that I was-reſolved to pay all the Duty I could to the 
King's Letter, which 1 am advig'd by my -Counſel, was as ſtrong - 
Admonition as could be given, conſidering the Purport of the 
Letter ; .and beſid:s, 1 advigd him not to preach, till he had 
endeavoured to know His Majeſties further pleaſure; which ad- 
vice from a Judge, the: Learned in the Laws-tell me, is- tanta- 
mount to an Admonition, and that if he had not ſubmitted ' 
to it, I could have cenſur*d him- for his diſobedience; fo thas 
if: this. laſt was his Majeſty*s meaning, 1 have-in effect obeyed the 


Letter, 
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Letter, which is all 1 ſhall ſay at preſent, and beg my Counſel 


may be heard to clear the matter in point of Law. 
Z. Ch. Withdraw. | 


> > 


After a\ſhort ſpace the Biſhop was calld in again. 


L. Ch. Call in my Lord of London's Counſel. (which was Dr. 
Olaiſh, Dr. Hedges, Dr. Brice, and Dr. Newton.) ; 

Pr. Olaiſh. My Lords, the Queſtion before your Lordſhips'is, 
whether the Biſhop of London has been diſobedient to his Ma» 
jeſty's Command ? Conccrning which, it mult be conſidered, 


1/4, What was Commanded. 
2. 'What he has done in Obedience to it. 
$3. What Judgment ought-to have been given by him. 


It is apparent by the Letter, that the Kigg did not take 
Cognizance of the Cauſe; for the Words are, being informed 
that Dr. Shayp, &c. So that it could not be an abſolute Suſpen- 
fron ; for that ſuppoſes a Proof of the Crime charged upon him. 
Then ler ns" conſider the Words themſclyes, That you ſuſpend 
bim- from preaching. $7] 

Now, my Lords, we have not ſucha thing in our Law; fo 


. that the meaning muſt be only filenciny of him. Where there 
-is an Abſolute Suſpenſion, there ought to have been a Citation, 


Form of Proceedings, Judgment, and Decree. - To Aft other- 
wiſe, is contraryito the Law of God, of Nature, and -of all 


Nations, in all Ages, and was never known in the World, 


L. Ch. Doctor, lam loth to interrupt you, but I muſt tell you, 
this -is an unneceſlary Harangue; We know that it was not an 
abſolute Suſpenſhon. But rhe Queſtion is, whether the Biſhop 
could Suſpend him from preaching. | 

Dr. Otdih. Then, my Lord, 1 have gain'd-that Point. If it were 
only a fencing of him, the Queſtion is whether the Biſhop did/nor 
Execute the King's Commands? I think he did it, and in ſuch a 
Method as is obferved in our Courts. When any Eminent Perſon 
is accusd, the Judge ſends to'him by a Letter, and if he ap. 
Pears,” and' Complies with the Judges Order, the Law - A- 
(4.49% | | tished. 
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tisfied. Fudicium Redditur im mvitos non in Volentes, The Bi- 
ſhop did ſend for Dr. Sharp, thewd him the King's Letter, ad- 
vid him not to preach till his Majeſty had-received fatisfaCtion, 
in which he promis'd to obſerve his Lordſhips Command, and 
has not preach*d to- this day, ſo that his Majeſty's Command 
was in effect fulfild. | 

My Lords,there are the like Proceedings in the Common-Law ; 
For if an Attorney takes a Man's word for his appearance,and he 
doth appear, 'tis the ſame thing as if he had been arreſted, and 
there he has no Action againſt the Attorney. | 


L. Ch. Cujus contrariam eft Lex. There lies an Action of ef: 
cape againſt the Attorney. 


Dr. Hedges. My Lords, the matter of Fact has been ſtated. 
And the Queſtion is, whether the Biſhop hath been diſobedi- 
ent to the King's Command ? It appears that he has not, be- 
cauſe upon Receipt of His Majeſty's Letter, he required the Do- ! 
Etor not to preach, and he hath obeyed him.' That which the: 
King Commanded, viz. To Suſpend him, the Biſhop couldmot. 
do, the At of Suſpenſion is a Judicial ACt; the King writes to 
him as a Biſhop, to Suſpend as a Biſhop and a Judge, which could 
not be done before a hearing of the Cauſe. If a Prince ſends 
to a Perſon that is not a Judge, but only a Miniſterial Officer, 
that Officer is to execute his Commands z But when the King 
Commands a Judge, he Commands him to Act as a Judge. This: 
is no light matter which the Dr. is accugd of, *cis for preaching, 
Sedition and Rebellion, which requires ſevere Centers: And 
if the Biſhop as a-Judge had Suſpended him, he had began at 
the Wfong end, for this had been Judgment before Proceſs * In 
this caſe there ought to have been a Citation. Our Books give 
many "inſtances, which would be: too tedious-to your Lordſhips. 
I will give this one. The Emperour proceeding againſt the King 
of Sicily, upon Information that he had receiy'd ; and giving 
him no Citation ; the King appeaPd to the Pope, who declar?d 
the proceedings to be void, and that it was againſt the Law 
of Nature, Which is aboye all Poſitive Laws, to paſs Sentence 
before Citation. This is -the-method of procceedings in' 81 

| D Courts, 
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 **Qonits;-apd-Lhymbly conceive. it is, and will be the method 


” 


of this Court; for otherwiſe the Biſhop needed not to have 
been Cited - before you. The Biſhop has done what was 
his Duty; He was bound to return his Reaſons to the King why 
he could nor do that which was commanded, and to expect his 
farther Pleaſure; which was done. 

I affirm, if 4 Prince or a Pope Commands that which is not 
wm it is the Duty of a Judge re/cribere, which 1s all he 
can doe. 


Dr. Briſe. The Queſtion is *t Supra, a Citation is Jure Gew- 
tim, and cannever be taken away by any poſitive Command or 
Law whatſoever. 

The Biſhop has obey?d the King ſo far, in that he did 
Reſcribere, &+c. expeCting his Majeſtics further Pleaſure, If the 
Biſhop could have” Suſpended bim, it muſt have been in foro, 
but in regard *rwas only Silencing him which was requir'd, it 
might be done in a private Chamber. 

The Advice of the Biſhop, is in ſome Sence an Admonition, 
which isa Judicial Act, and this was given by the Biſhop, and 
obeyed by the Doctor. 


Dr. Newton. My Lords, the Queſtion is »# Supra, The Biſhop 
has not been diſobedient, as in Nature no Man-can be required 
todo that which is impoſſible, ſo no Man can be oblig'd to do an 
unlawful Aft, id non fit, quod non Legitime fit ; This Rule obli- 
ges all Men in the World, in all Places, and at all Times. 

' The Charge againſt the Doctor is of a very high Nature, and 
\ he deſir'd to be heard before he was Condemn'd. My Lords, 
the Biſhops are C:ſtoges Canonum, and therefore muſt not break 
them themſelves. I affirm, that the Biſhop was fo far from 
being diſobedient, that he was obedient to the King. For 
when he did Reſcribere, and heard not the further Pleaſure of 
the King returned : He ought to conclude, that the King was 
ſatisfied with what he had written, according to his Duty, and 
that the King had alter'd his Commands. A Citation as your 
Lordſhips have beard, is according to alLaws in all Places : 
In all Judicial Acts, there js ſomething to be done according 
$0 
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. fo Law, and ſomewhat according to the Diſcretion of the 
Judge. And for that Reaſon as well as others, the Offender 
ought to be Cited to appear before him. That which was in 
the Biſhop's Power to do, that he has done, and it was in effect 
what the King commanded to be dof. 


L.Ch, Has your Lordlhip any more to ſay ? | 


| B. L. I have but little more to ſay. I ſuppoſe my Counſel 

| | have ſatisfied your Lordſhips, that/in the ſevereſt Conſtruttion, 
Malice or wilful Diſobedieace could not be imputed to me. But 
as my Lord Chancellor has now explain'd it to Dottor Olaiſh, 
that the King's meaning was only to ['Szlence] they have made 
plain to your Lordſhips, that I have effeftually obeyed his 
Majeſties Commands; and if in any Circumſtance I have been wan- 
ting, I am ready to make reparation by performing that 
likewiſe, and to beg his Majeſties Pardon. 


L.Ch. Withdraw. 
After 4 hour and better ftay, the Biſhop was called in again, and 


appointed to attend their Lordfhips on Monday followeng, inthe © 
3 Morning, being the 6th. of September. 4 


4 


B. L. My Lord, beforel go, I would beg the Minutes may { 1 


[ be read, for fear of any miſtake. 
Z. Ch, Their Lordſhips will do you no injury, nor take ad- | 
! vantage. | | | Y 


B. L. way not my of diſtruſt of m_ Lordſhips ;, but ſince « K 
ou proceed in a ſummary way, and ex tempore, there may 'N 
| dal... ſome ſlip of a Pen, that may more cally be corrected -j 2 

now than afterwards. ''F 


L, Ch. My Lorgy I know no Minutes they keep. 2 
D 2 Monday i 
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Monday Sept. 6. 1686, 

* After waiting near two hours, Mr. Bridgman was at laſt ſent 
out, who un leſs than half an hour brought the Sentence under 
Seal, Then the Biſhop was called in. 


L. Ch, Their Lordſhips have conſidered of what your Lord- 
ſhip ſaid laſt day, and what your Counſell urged , and have 
proceeded to Sentence. 


B. L. Will you give me leave to ſay ſomething ? 


L. Ch. No, my Lord ; you muſt firſt hear the Sentence 
read. 


Then Mr. Bridgman, "their Loraſhips Regiſier, was ordered to read 
rhe Sentence to the Biſhop, as followeth, 


+— 


- a 
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The SU SPENSTON. 


By ns Majeſty's. Commiſſioners for Eccle- 
_ ftaſtical Cauſes. 


Hereas Henry Lord Biſhop of London 

| hathi\ been Conven'd before us, . for his 
Diſobedience ani otht# his Conterpts mention d in 
the Proceedings of this Cauſe, And the ſaid Lord 
Biſhop of London being fully heard heteupon, We 
have thought fit, after mature Conſideration of the 
Matter, to proceed to this our definitive Sentence, 
Declaring, Decreeing,and Pronouncing, that the ſaid 
Lord Bijhop ſhall for the ſaid Diſobedcnice and Con 
tempts be ſuſpended during his Majeſty's pleaſure. 
And accordingly we do by theſe Preſents Suſpend 
him, the ſaid Henry Lord Biſhop of Loadon, pe- 
remptorily admoni/ſbing and requiring him hereby 
to abſtain from the Fundion and Execution of his 
Epiſcopal Office, attd from alh Epiſcopal and other 
Ecclefraſtical Juriſdition, during the ſaid Suſpen- 
ſion, under pain of deprivation, and removal from 
his Bi hoprick. Given under our Seal the 6th. 6 
September. 1686. | 


This 
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This is a True Copy. 


William Bridgman, Regiſter. 


L: Ch. Withdraw, Gentlemen. | | 

B. L. Have your Lordſhips any further ſervice to com- 
mand me? | | 

L. Ch. No. 


The Biſhop would have ſpoken before the Sentence 
was read, to have recapitulated the heads of his Caſe, 
and to have offered full proof of his compliance in filen- 
ſing Dr.Sharpand to have defired,fince their Lordſhips had 
hitherto been his Accuſers and Judges, they would at laſt, 
according to the uſual Cuſtom, have-been his Counſel,and 
ordered their Advocate to lay down the nature of the 
Crime, the Law it offended, - and the Law it was to be 
uniſhed by, that he might have given in his Exceptions. 
But no ſpeaking was allowed till the Sentence was read, 
and it had been a folly to ſpeak afterwards. 


